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troua acid, which is immediately decomposed into its elements azote and oxygen. This would not however account for the whole of the azote: for, 40 grains of nitric acid would be united to 37 potash j whereas we find only 21 potash with carbonic acidj and I cannot believe that an error in the estimate of carbonate of potash could exist to that amount. The fact, however, was, that the elements of 40 grains of nitric acid were found in the evolved gas, and hence we have to account for the remainder 210 grains. From this there appears to have been expelled 26 grains of oxygen, nearly 19 and 7 as related above; of which the 19 grains cannot be correctly estimated by reason of the uncertainty as to the real quantity of oxide formed during the operation: there might be some left adhering to the retort, or on the other hand there might be mare than the due share, derived from former experiments* Supposing then, that 26 grains of oygen were extracted from the nitric acid, the remaining acid would require the same to be added to re-form the nitric ; but by the experiments with oxymuriate of lime it seemed to require 32 grains of oxygen. This difference wants an explanation; I believe the greater error must belong to the 26 grains; perhaps the truth might be